
REVIEW THE ROMA IN PRESS 



NEWSPAPERS 



FINDINGS 
 Intolerat attitude within the media texts regarding the situation of 

Roma. Hatred, rejection and not acceptance is built up in both 
directions: toward majority and toward the minority.  
 

 Endorsed stereotypes about the Roma community. The Roma are 
presented as threat and burden on the society and the words 
„Roma” and „Gypsies” are associated with negative meaning and  
consequences. 
 

 Profound look on the Roma and not made a serious analysis of the 
reasons for the current  position or not taking in account the 
situation they are presenting while writing about Roma. There are 
missing differnt points of view. The irony and ridicule are 
accompanying most of the texts.  
 
 



CONSEQUENCES 

 Most of the Roma live with sense of isolation from their Bulgarian 
citizenship in the public domain because they are approached as 
aliens and not needed, they are rejected. This leads to lack of 
awareness of the citizenship (their rights and obligations). 
 

 The society is getting divided. The ghetos are encapsulated in 
autonomous territories where the law doesn’t work and the human 
and civic rights are violated on everyday base. On the other hand 
biggest part of the society doe not want to have contact with th Roma, 
and they are rejected to be affiliated with the Bulgarian society.  
 

 Part of the Roma internalize the feeling of collective guilt and this 
causes changes in the behavior of the integrated Roma – fear, shame 
and denial of the origin. Thus these people suppress their identity in 
public space and live in constant stress. 



CALL 

 To be professionals, to respect the code of ethics of the media. 
There is need of specific standards to be developed for the 
reflection of the minorities by the journalists and the media. 
 

 To act with respect toward the personal dignity and deeper 
analysis while they write about cases that concern Roma.  
 

 To be tolerant in their texts  affecting all the social groups in the 
society because we need to be solidar, united citizens in order to 
cope with the difficult time we live. 





2011: GYPSY’S WAR AGINST US 



IMPACT OVER THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
 Formal acceptation of strategies/action plans on Roma issue without budget for its 

implementation – copy the approach of the national authorities. 
 

 Nobody asks Roma if they agree/disagree with the “charity”,  the “care” and the 
”efforts" of the authorities toward them – something for them with out them. 
 

 Roma are unrepresented in the public institutions – they are subscribed for the 
positions: cleaners, experts on Roma issue, beneficiaries of the short programs for 
jobless citizens. 
 

 Totally exclusion from the political life – the prejudices do not allow the 
authorities to think that Roma could rule any institution. 
 

 The authorities think that the totally exclusion of the Roma from the all sectors of 
the life is because of the Roma – double standards of the authorities when Roma 
and non Roma face the same issue. 
 

 They reject the idea of affirmative actions .  



 
 

THANK YOU FOR THE ATTENTION! 
OGNYAN ISAEV 

“INTEGRO ASSOCCIATION” 
 

www.integrobg.org 
 

E-mail: ognyan.isaev@gmail.com 
 

GSM: 00359 898 527 829 
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